
JEANNEAU
39 DS
BY TOM DOVE

Jeanneau helped to revolutionize the
deck-saloon aesthetic when it launched

the curvy and distinctive 54 DS about five
years ago. The orders rolled in, the com-
pany soon realized it was on to something,
and 49- and 42-foot models followed. The
most recent deck-saloon launch, the 39 DS,
is probably about the minimum length for
this popular layout and is designed to pro-
vide, in a smaller package, the features its
bigger sisterships provide. The freeboard is
necessarily high, but the curvy line of the
deck saloon makes the boat attractive. I took
one for a spin in 15 knots of breeze on Chesa-
peake Bay.

CONSTRUCTION
The hull is built of solid hand-laid fiberglass
with ISO gelcoat and a protective barrier coat
to resist osmosis and is strengthened with

a fiberglass grid reinforced in high-load ar-
eas. A system of limber holes ensures that
all bilge water ends up in the sump. The deck
is built using Jeanneau’s resin-injection
“Prisma process” with end-grain balsa core
and ISO gelcoat. The electrical and plumb-
ing lines are neatly bundled and secure. The
engine compartment opens from all direc-
tions, yielding reasonably good access to the
“new-generation” Yanmar diesel. Like all jean-
neau boats, the 39DS is built in their fac-
tory in Les Herbiers, France.

DECK AND COCKPIT
Our test boat had an in-mast furling
mainsail that eased sailhandling. The
deck is crew-friendly, with effective 
antiskid and good grab points. The 39
DS will be convenient for a couple to 
manage and probably a bit more 
active for a singlehander because the 
cabintop mainsheet is several steps 
forward from the wheels, and the 
jibsheet winches. Sight lines from the helms
are excellent.

UNDER SAIL: Our 15-knot breeze produced plenty of heel while going to wind-
ward; for cruising I might reduce the working-sail area before this point to keep
the family comfortable. There was noticeable weather helm in puffs. The 39 DS
tacked through 90 degrees in these conditions and gave a lively, fast ride at about
8 knots. The hull is not just a shortened version of the company’s original 40 DS,
but comes from a completely new mold that is shared with the aft-cockpit 39i. I
thought this new boat was a bit quicker than the earlier models.

UNDER POWER: A 2,500 rpm setting yielded 7.4 knots and moderate noise
level in the saloon. Full throttle drove the boat to its theoretical displacement hull
speed (around 8 knots). The turning circle under power was just over one
boatlength, and close-quarters handling was excellent.
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Primaries adjacent to the wheels
make jib trimming easy for helmsmen

Dual helm stations provide
excellent visibility and easy
access to the cockpit through
the walk-through stern

There are
stainless-steel
bow rollers, a
deep locker for
ground-tackle
storage, and six
sturdy mooring
cleats

Swept spreaders
allow a tight sheeting
angle for the genoa

The short
cabintop
traveler
keeps the
mainsheet
out of the
cockpit
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ACCOMMODATION
The raised saloon gives fine visibility and
lots of light in the main living space. Tank-
age is mounted low under the cabin sole
to help provide stability. The berth in the
forward cabin is comfortable, and the broad
stern sections create space for the galley, head,
and a big aft cabin with a double berth that
should accommodate even the most rest-
less of sleepers. The interior spaces attrac-
tively combine satin-varnished teak, off-white
fiberglass, and leatherlike upholstery, all il-
luminated by plentiful ports and hatches.

I liked the galley, with its L-shaped lay-
out, open counter space, and high-quality
appliances. There’s only one head com-
partment, a wise design choice in a boat of
this size, and it has plenty of overhead
clearance for tall sailors. In all, this interior
is a truly pleasant environment. The only
issues are that the forward bulkhead cutout
leaves a small threshold in the forward-cabin
passageway, and there’s a small step down
going to the aft cabin, both of which could
trip up the unwary. 

SPECIFICATIONS
PRICE: $176,300 (FOB Annapolis, MD) includes 
in-mast furling mainsail, 122% jib, standard
winches, windlass, ground tackle, 6 mooring
cleats, and teak interior.

BUILDER: Jeanneau America, 410-280-9400,
www.jeanneauamerica.com 

DESIGNER: Marc Lombard/Vittoria Garroni/
Jeanneau Design

LOA: 38�2� ›› LWL: 35�2�

BEAM: 12�7� ›› DRAFT: 6�6�

DISPLACEMENT: 16,010 lbs ›› BALLAST: 5,026 lbs

SAIL AREA: 748 sq ft

POWER: 40-hp Yanmar diesel

TANKAGE FUEL/WATER/WASTE: 34/94/23 gal

ELECTRICAL: (1) 110-Ah starting battery, (1) 220-
Ah house battery, (1) 60-amp alternator

DISPLACEMENT-LENGTH RATIO: 165 

SAIL AREA-DISPLACEMENT RATIO: 17 (100%
foretriangle)

BALLAST-DISPLACEMENT RATIO: 31%

PROs: 
•Airy and bright accommodations
•Comfortable cockpit
•Good engine access

CONs: 
•Forward bulkhead thresholds
•Sound levels below under power.

CONCLUSION: 
The hull is sturdy, the cockpit is
well laid out, and the interior
space is comfortable. Engine ac-
cess is excellent, and the boat is
capable of sailing at 8 knots. There
are little things (like thresholds at
the bottom of the forward bulk-
head) that may take a little getting
used to, but all in all, the 39 DS is a
well-made mid-size cruiser that
complements the Jeanneau range
of deck-saloon designs.

VITAL STATISTICS OUR TAKE

HEADROOM: Saloon 6�5�, aft cabin(s) 
6�5�, forward cabin 6�1� ›› BUNKS: Aft
cabin 6�6��6�5�, forward cabin 6�7��6� ››
SETTEES: 7�2�, COCKPIT SEATS: 5�10��1�9�

BERTH: The forward V-berth is 
a comfortable guest space

AFT CABIN: The athwartships
owner’s berth is simply huge

NAV STATION: It’s nice to
see a proper forward-facing
nav station 

HEAD: The head is a good
size and includes a shower

GALLEY: The L-shaped galley
is more than just a place to
make a sandwich

SALOON: Headroom, light,
ventilation, and joinerwork create 
an excellent place to relax under 
way and entertain at anchor
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